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temporary financial difficulties. " Old girls " are also
invited to attend any special festivals, such as
Christmas or Easter parties, or periodical reunion
gatherings.

These facts demonstrate the existence of the right
atmosphere in the majority of the institutions. The
matrons regard it as a basic principle of successful
after-care that the girls should look upon their
institutions, not as penal establishments from which
an early escape is most to be desired, but as a true
home where real friends at all times await them, and
to whom they may return whenever they are in need
of help, or advice.

A number of Homes have a system of money
rewards, presents or medals which are given to girls
who remain in their situations for a long time, the
final award being given in some cases in the seventh
year.

At two Homes only, out of all those visited in the
London area, was there found to be no provision for
after-care, and in each case there was good reason for
the omission.

Apart from the very knotty problem of making the
most suitable after-care arrangements for unmarried
mothers and their babies, there is no doubt that the
after-care provision at the Homes in London is very
satisfactory. To anyone who has the most elementary
knowledge of the work the results achieved appear
little short of miraculous. That there still remains
something to be desired is easily accounted for by the
fact that the matrons and superintendents are only
human, and unable to crowd more than a day's work
into the twenty-four hours. They cannot find as much
time as they would like for letter-writing and visiting,
while shortage of accommodation also often prevents
them from inviting girls to return to the Homes when
in difficulties. The centralized after-care arrange-
ments of the larger agencies certainly relieve the